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SECRET SELVES: THE UNTOLD STORY
Locked up journals.  Deathbed admissions.  Scandalous gossip.  Whether in fiction or films, stories often hinge on a secret.  Focusing on texts from the twentieth century Europe to today, this course explores confessions, diaries and novels.  Rather than interpreting the secret as what is never said, we will trace the many ways the unnamed does get spoken of.  In addition, the class examines how secrecy—including silences, omissions and disclosures—affects readers.  In what ways does the unknown spark our curiosity, pushing us to keep reading?  Broadly, this course is split between two units: 1) plots where the reader is in on the secret (e.g., a confession) and 2) tales where the secret is not initially known (e.g., a mystery). Which topics are openly talked about?  Who stays silent?  Why are we frustrated when a story refuses to divulge its secret?  One of the main goals of this course is for students to use writing to analyze literary texts.  Students will pen and revise a series of short papers (4 pages) and craft a longer research paper (6-7 pages).  In-class discussions and peer-review workshops will help us to refine the clarity and precision of our writing.
Primary Texts:
* Right you are (if you think so), Luigi Pirandello [1917]

* A Woman, Sibilla Aleramo [1906]

* The Secret Diary, Alba de Cespedes [1952]
* The Gold-Rimmed Spectacles, Giorgio Bassani [1958]

* Life is Beautiful, Roberto Benigni [1997]
* Clash of Civilizations over an Elevator in Piazza Vittorio, Amara Lakhous [2006]
Critical Excerpts:

Reading for the Plot, Peter Brooks
What Does a Woman Want?, Shoshana Felman 
History of Sexuality (Volume 1), Michel Foucault

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK 1:
August 27th 

* Introduction / syllabus 

August 29th 

* “La signora Frola e il signor Ponza, suo genero” (1917)

* Così è (se vi pare) - Atto primo (Scenes 1-3) 

WEEK 2
September 3th

* Così è (se vi pare) - Atto primo (Scenes 4-6)
* Critical reading: Peter Brooks, “Reading for the Plot”

September 5th

 * Così è (se vi pare) - Atto secondo (Scene 1-4)

WEEK 3
September 10th

* Così è (se vi pare) - Atto secondo (Scenes 5-9)

September 12th

* Così è (se vi pare) - Atto terzo (Scenes 1-5)

WEEK 4
September 17th 

* Così è (se vi pare) - Atto terzo (Scene 6-9)
* Critical reading: Peter Brooks, “Narrative Desire”

September 19th

* Una donna, pp. 1-33

WEEK 5
September 24th

* Una donna, pp. 33- 70 

WEEK 5
September 26th

* Una donna, pp. 70 - 100 

WEEK 6

October 1st

* Una donna, pp. 100-140

* Critical reading: Barbara Spackman, “Puntini, Puntini, Puntini: Motherliness as Masquerade in Sibilla Aleramo's Una donna”

October 3rd

* Una donna, pp. 140-175
WEEK 7

October 8th

* Una donna, pp. 176 - 220

October 10th

* History of Sexuality (Vol. 1), “The Repressive Hypothesis”
IN-CLASS WRITING WORKSHOP
WEEK 8

October 15th 

* Gli occhiali d’oro, pp. 1-40

October 17th

* Gli occhiali d’oro, pp. 41-80

* Critical reading: Il nemico dell’uomo nuovo: l’omosessualità nello sperimento totalitario fascista (excerpt) 

WEEK 9

October 22nd

* Gli occhiali d’oro, pp. 81-123

* “Manifesto degli scienziati fascisti” (1938)

October 24th

FILM SCREENING: Gli occhiali d’oro (1987)

WEEK 10

October 29th

FILM SCREENING: La vita è bella
* Critical reading: Milicent Marcus, “‘Me lo dici babbo che gioco è?’: The Serious Humor of La vita è bella”
October 31st
FILM SCREENING: La vita è bella
IN-CLASS WRITING WORKSHOP

WEEK 11

November 5th 

* “La distanza della luna” (from Le cosmicomiche)
November 7th

* “I dinosauri” (from Le cosmicomiche) 
WEEK 12

November 12th
* Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio, pp. 1-50

November 14th 

* Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio, pp. 51-85

WEEK 13

November 19th 

* Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio, pp. 86-130
November 21st

* Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio, pp. 131-160

WEEK 14

November 26th  
* Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio, 161-189
November 28th

*  “Salsiccia”
WEEK 15
December 3rd 

* PRESENTATIONS OF FINAL PROJECTS
December 5th 

*PRESENTATIONS OF FINAL PROJECTS

